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Building Boom
Appears Likely
to Continue Here

With the first of the two most
recent major construction jobs

latter part of this month when
the Safeway Stores will occupy
the large structure at the corner
of El Prado and Sartori, the
building year was well under
way here this week. The second
large building under construction
is the Ritz theatre on Cravens

Lormani

... That

{ avenue and this is expected to be

finished in about a month.

Building permits 1ssued to. date
so far this year have amounted
to records

being exchanged above by President Dean Sears of the Torrance
Klqulu club and Roger Mnrshnll of Santa Monica, Kiwanis lieu-

$ihe
party Monday night at the

Monday night was

oxpresslve of the local elub'x xah party.

Nearly 100 Kiwanians, their ladies imd guests attended
local service club’s 13th annual installation = dinner

Lakewood. Country club in

Long Beach. The affair began as a gala dinner, progreased
thru  brief installation ceremonies with Roger Marshall,

Santa Monican who is

overnor of this Kiwanis divi-
sion, as installing officer and
ended in a dance to melodies
provided by an eight-piece or-
chestra.

President Earl Conner, in one
of the briefest “swan songs” of
record, ended his year of office
and Dean Sears, manager of the
Torrance branch Bank of Amer-
ica, took over the presiding du-
ties in another short talk. Mar-
shall, who was accompanied by
his charming wife, inducted the
other new officers of the club:
Micheal Straszer, first vice-pres-
ident; Dudley Polhemus, second
vice-president; Edward Brunner;

secretary-treasurer, md Gaston
Arcq, Harwood Clark, John Mil-
ler, Ernest Murchison, William
Nye, William Rojo and Leonard
Young, directors.

Eight of the club’s 12 past-
presidents received Conner into
their membership when the post-
master was turned over to the
ranks of ‘has-beens.” They were:
Charles C. Schuitz, C. T. Rippy,
Henry F. Ulbright, Dr. R. F.
Bishop, L. J. Gilmelster, Alden
W. Smith, Willlam E. Shawger | ogq,
and Robert J. Deininger. Headed
by President and Mrs. Harry
Abramson, a number of local Ro-
tarians and their wives were
among the guests.

Torrance Building is
High in Southland
Cities for Past Year

Torrance stood ninth in the list of Southern California,

other Pacific Coast localities

building construction in 1938!

and the Southwest for new
This was revealed Sunday

with the publication of the construction: index by the Los

Angeles Times.

The record-smashing building year in this city (which more
than doubles the 1087 total) was only topped by such cities as
Los Angeles, Long Beach, San Diego, Burbank, Glendale, Pasadena,

Santa Monica and Beverly Hills,

Here is the comparative 1938 and 1987 tabulations for all cities

I’e])(:n'unél in the “million dollar” class:

Year 1938 Year 1937
Los Angeles 308.;]’0944
L 8,220,380
3,288,606
5,129,880
4,281,376
Santa Monica . 616,136
b ] Beverly Hills . 8,147,120 4,868,680
TORRANCE 3,143,873 1,066,167
Alhambra 2,778,888 2,467,917
Fresno .. X 2,684,916 38,038,156
San Bernardino . 2,626,645 2,104,847
Inglewood 468,334 2,431,166
Bakersfield 000 1,751,365
San Marino. 1,915,385 2,505,087
Arcadia 1 1,865,310
San Gabriel 1,661,476 802,169
Montebello ... 1,517,947 533,464
Santa Barbera 1,488,518 1,495,628
Santa Ana 1,346,087 1,224,631
South Gate 1,327,445 1,033,309
Vernon 1,286,445 2,226,209
Riverside 1,260,914 1,204,283
Pomona 1245, 890,154
Whittier 1,157,876 619,428
Culver City 1,053,078 2,081,
Ontario ... 1,048,110 635,
Huntington Park 1,014,499 1,488,581
pton 1,011,312 752,711

it 1s claimed. C¢

L. A. Senator Proposes
Bill for Voting by Mail

All voting would be done by mail in California under a
. bill introduced in the 1939 Legislature by Los Angeles coun-

ty’s senator, Robert W. Kenny. The new senator's plan
would eliminate all polling places and election board work-

$482,000 for these workers at the
1088 primary and general elec-
tion,
Each registered voter would be
iled his official ballot, with an
tra one to be used If one
led, about three ‘weeks be-
fore the election. Postmen would
eliver these, by registered malil,
0 the addressee only, at the ad-
Press given, returning lt other-
wise,
The voter would have about
two weeks to study his ballot,
mark It and return it, signing
his name .on the outside of a
pealed envelope, This signature

ers, effecting a considerable saving of the taxpayers’ money, s
cost’

would be checked at the regis-
trar's office with the signature
on the great register of voters,
and if it did not compare, would
not be counted.
Cost: 25 Cents Each
Postage on return

to $16,600,
at the city engineer’s office, In-
dicating that the South Torrance
oil field is still in the active
stage, permits for two new
wooden derricks and for the
placement of three large oil tanks
were issued during the weelk,

Workmen are rushing the
Safeway store to completion,
Most of the heavy construetion
work has been finished and all
that remains is the decoration
and installation of lighting fix-
tures, equipment and furnish-
ings. The theatre project is mak-
ing good headway, according to
Sam Levy, the owner. Consider~
able work remains, however, be-
fore the painters and decorators
may begin their finishing touches.

First 1 Permits

Building permits were issued
to the following since Jan. 1:
W. R. Frownfelter for a 14 by
18 foot frame garage at 2879

230th, $50; Kern Petroleum Cor-
poration for a wooden derriek at
2089 236th, $5000; Alford Ol
company for a 1,000-barrel oﬂ
tank at 2039 237th, $850; R, E.
Parker for a moved - in steel |y
dr:(me bus on an existing foun-

fon. slab at 24043 H:
$200.

scheduled to’ be completed, the |

wUlS H. HAB(ILTO
. becomes 1 pruhlent

MORE TAXES
DUE JAN. 20

With second installment coun-
ty taxes due January 20, Tax
Collector H. L. Byram announced
today that first installment col-
lections totalled $70,541,254, rep-
resenting 67.9 percent of the
total to be collected.

Less than $10,000,000 of the
total represents personal prop-
erty taxes, which are added to
first installment tax bills only
when the taxpayer owns real
property. Otherwise, personal
property taxes are due and pay-
able the first Monday in March

and become delinquent Septem-

ber 1, with a penalty of eight
p.rcent added ﬁ;erealter

Bolling Oil for a wooden der-
rick at 1907 237th, $5,000; George
W: Turner of 820 Portola for a
double frame garage at 618 Ama-
pola, $100; Mr, Leeds for a five-
room frame house and garage at
2368 Maricopa Place; $2,000; J
Young for an addition to a room
at 1808 Gramercy, $350; C. C.
M. O, Kettler No. 12 for repairs
to a wooden derrick on the
Kettler property in South Tor-
rance, $1,800; Whittier-Santa Fe
Springs Oil Syndicate for two
1,600-barrel ofl tanks placed at
1980 237th, $1,000, and T. J. Wil-
son for a one-room frame gar-
age building at 2350 227th, $250.

Hospital Plan
Welcomed Here

* Reception by local workers of
the Assoclated Hospital Service
plan of hospitalization insurance
has been “most cordial and’ en-
couraging,” according to Charles
D. Elders, field representative of
the associated group, who has
been meeting employee groups
to explain the purposes of the

n.

Saturday morning at the invi-
tation of President Carl Steele of
local lodge No. 1414, SW.0.C,
affillated with the CLO., he will
meet with Columbia Steel work-
ers at the lodge hall. Yesterday
in a conference with Steele
E. M. Barber, general superin-
tendent of the steel plant, he
worked out details of the pay-
ment of the insurance fees and
method of enrollment.

President Steele has endorsed
the Hospital Service plan and
will recommend it to the unioh

group.

Elsewhere in this issue of The
Herald Is an advertisement con-
cerning the plan. The advertise-
ment contains a coupon which
local residents, no matter where
they are employed, are invited to
fill out and send to Torrance
Memorial hospital for furtherjn-
formation about the insurance

“I .am working with R. R,
Smith, personnel director, at the
National Supply plant and with
employde groups in a number of
smaller Torrance industries,” Bl-
ders sald today. “Everywhere
there appears to be keen inter-
est In our plan to oller hospital-

would be paid by the county,
and all ballots would have to be
in the hands of the county clerk
at least one week before the date
of the election. Ballots could be
marked with ink or indelible
cil, as may be done now in scl
district glections.

On the day of the election, the

(Continued on Page 2-A)

~ | postoffice.
1l ity that a

tion
men and their wlve- or their
families at small cost. Groups
have been formed at the Tor-
rance Laundry and Dry Cleanng
plant, Mayfair Creamery and the
There Is a possibil-
group will

ng Building at
203rd, Western

Having completed what is said

“|to be an extensive geological

s(udy of the area equidistant be-

tween Torrance and Gardena,
Petroleum Holding company,
headed by Arthur Fisher, this
week -began -erecting a derrick
for an exploratory well at the
northwest corner of 203rd and
Western avenue.

This is about one-half mile
south of the C.C.M.O.'s old Fran-
cis No. 1, a 6,536-foot hole, and
directly east of General Petrol-
eum’s vast tank farm. The firm
holds 350 acres and will go to
the basement schist. Offset acre-
age is held by Texaco and others.

Bolling Oil completed Autry
No. 1, flowing 140 barrels of 25.4
gravity - cutting three percent
from 5,150 feet in the South Tor-
rance field. The location is
northwest of 237th and Eshel-
man streets. Nearby J. E. Pettl-
john. has completed Marilou No.
1 for an unestimated yield.

Caltor Oil is preparing to erect
a derrick for a well southeast of
236th and Eshelman. Felix Mal-
loon No. 2 is reported flowing
512 barrels of 264 gravity cut-
ting two percent. This is now the
best producer in the local field.

ana| License Receipts

Take Spurt

Altho city licenses are payable
at the start of every fiscal year
~July 1—instead of the calen-
dar year, City Clerk A. H.Bart-
lett sald this week that he has
received quite a number of Ii-
cense tees since the start of the
new

"We'll uccept license payments
anytime,” he said, “but the per-
iod runs from July to July.”

Stroh Conferring
With Legislators

Director John Stroh of the
Public Safety department, who is
president of the Peace Officers
Civil Service Association of Cali-
fornia, is In Sacramento confer-
ring with state legislators over
civil service bills now before the
A bly, He left
morning, accompanied by Police
Chief Charles J. Miller of Lyn-
weod and A. Beldon Gilbert, sec:
retary of the Assoclation,

IN HOSPITAL
Mrs. Jared Sidney Torrance
underwent a major operation at

be formed to accept

Memorial hospital at

of smaller businesses whose ;uy-

roll has less than five on it.”

morning.
Her eondition at noon mdly was

reported ‘very

Harbor Chambers Meet Here

Tonight to Install Officers
' | IDinner at 6:30

&

N oy o
in Auditorivm

All indications point to a
record - breaking attendance
tonight at the annual instai-
lation dinner-meeting of thc
Harbor District Chamber o
Commerce in the Civic Audi-
torium. Advance reservation:
for the dinner show an en
couraging interest in the
booster association thruout
the area, according to Secre-~
tary L. J. Gilmeister, who has
been assisting the retiring
president, Judge Irving P.
Austin, in the arrangements.

The dinner-program will begin
at 6:30 o'clock following the
singing of America and the in-
vocation by Rev. C. M. Northrup,
pastor of the Methodist church.
The dinner will be served by the
Torrance Woman's club, Torrance
is traditionally’ the host for the

. 8. ROSECRANS
+ + « will install new officers

GRADUATICN
IS FEB. 2

The Winter class of 1939, con-
sisting of about 30 students, will
be the first to graduate in the
new Torrance high school as-
sembly hall. The exercises will
be held three weeks from today,
Thursday, Feb. 2, according to
Principal Thomas H. Elson,

This groip of graduates will
be the first in six years to ac-
tually receive diplomas in a high
schogl  building  here as all

ses since 1933 have used
other civic buildings, Y

Because of the small size of
the class, no Ephebian honor stu-
dent will be selected but several
of the graduating seniors have
qualified for consideration for the
honor when several Ephebians
will be chosen next June,

Accused Driver
In Court Friday

William H. Butterworth, 38, of
4934 Hickman Drive, North Tor-
rance is scheduled to be ar-
raigned tomorrow morning in
Superior Court on the felony
charge of hit-and-run driving.
He was held to answer this ac-
cusation following a preliminary
hearing in the city  courtroom
here last Dec. 28.

Butterworth is accused of
driving the car which struck and
serfously injured DeVona Board-
man, 18, of 18505 Hawthorne
boulevard, on the night of Dec.
0.

L. J. GILMEISTER
gets another secretaryship

first meeting of each year of
the Harbor Chambe:

During the dlnner, the Munici-
pal band will present a concert
and afterwards musical comedy
and light opera selections will be
sung and played by Adel Arbo,
soprano; James Ellard, baritone,
accompanied by Miss Arbo's
string trio. Fred W, Cleland will
lead community singing with
Mrs. Ray O. Baldwin at the
plano.

Address by Clark

Mayor William H. Tolson will
give the address of welcome and
the response will be by K. P.
Fredericks, suburban editor of
the Long Beach Press-Telegram.
The main address will be pre-
sented by J. Mortimer Clark,
state real estate commissioner,
who will speak on “Outlook for
Southern California Real Estate.”

President W. 8. Rosecrans of
the Los Angeles Chamber of

(Continued on Page 5-A)

Brothers Jailed for
Stealing Scrap Metal

Two . brothers, John, 19, and
Robert Skiff, 24, of Bell plead
guilty Tuesday to stealing scrap
iron at the Columbia Steel plant
Monday night. They were sen-

Jail. The young men were ar-
rested by motor officers after
watchmen observed them pilfer-
ing the metal.

700 EDISON MASONS WILL
CONVENE HERE SATURDAY

The Civic Auditorium will be the scene Saturday of
the annual meeting of the Edison Masonic club, an organi-
zation of Masons affiliated with the Southern California
Edison company. Seven hundred men from all parts of
southern and central Camornla are expected to be present.

Harry J. Bauer, president of
Wme Edison company, will be the

main speaker on the evening pro-
gram. Leon O. Whitsell, Grand
Master of Masons for the State
of California, will be an honored
guest and will give a short ad-
dress. Will H. Fischer, Edison
company vice-president in charge
of public relations, and a Past
Grand Master of California, will
he toastmaster, ¥

A vaudeville show presented
under the direction of B. D.
Haugh, a past president of the
club, will complete the evening's
program, Afternoon meetings will
begin with the Keyman's meet-
ing at 2:00 o'clock. Representa-
tives of the nine geographical
areas included In the Edison
Masonic club will convene at 3
o'clock to elect new officers for
1039,

Recreational facllities of the

I HARRY J. BAUER
and

on Page 5-A)

tenced to 30 days in the county |,

Reveals Six-Point Civic Program

'WANTS TO LEARN

estimated)

BUTTON SALE
TO REPLACE
F.D.R.BALL

A decision to abandon local
observance of the President's
Birthday Ball and to concentrate
11l fund-raising effort for relief
of infantile paralysis victims on
the sale of “March of Dimes”
buttons was voted by a repre-
sentative group of 28 citizens
who were giests of Postmaster
Charles B, Conner at Daniel's
cafe yesterday. (The list of

PUBLIC REACTION
TO IMPROVEMENTS

A broad program of civic improvements covering a
wide range of interests and involving a considerable (un-
expenditure of public funds was outlined by
Mayor William H. Tolson yesterday noon before a repre-
sentative group of Torrance citizens.
proposed for the current year by Mayor Tolson are:

Among the  projects

Cabrillo avenue — extension
of street through Kettler
property to connect with
Eshelman avenue in Lomita
and thus become a major
highway from Los Angeles
to Harbor. Removal of pres-
ent car tracks and repliace-
ment with girder’ rail and

der avenue and Plaza del
Amo,

Paving of Torrance boule-
vard from curb to curb elim-
inating present parking
space, thus providing a wide
highway leading into Tor-
rance from the west,
Construction of adequate
but inexpensive vecreation

at the

»

Buests is printed ir
this issue).

Plans for a city-wide cam-
paign for the sale of buttons
were outlined by Chairman Con-
ner and committees appointed
as follows: Finance, J. W. Post,
Dean Sears, Judge Robt. Lessing:
City Employees, Mayor Wm, H.
Tolson, A, ‘H. Bartlett and John
Stroh; Industrial, Carl Steele and
Frank Gamble; Retail district,
George Peckham; QOrganizations,
Mrs. Bettina Miller; Churches,
Rev. H. G. Banks, General sales,
J.-V. Murray; publieity, Torrance
Herald.

It was em; by thase
present at the luncheon.that all
money raised by the sale of
“March of Dimes” buttons would
g0 to relief of infantile paralysis
victims and research work to
eradicate the dread disease,and
that none of the money would
be used to defray expenses as is
the case with President’s Birth-
day Balls. The button campaign
would be much more general and
it is the aim of the committee to
sell a dime button to every resi-
dent -of Torrance, Those who
desire to dance on the Presi-
dent’s birthday are invited to at-
tend the balls being given in
Lomita or elsewhere.

Donate Receipts

“The Coordinating Council will
donate the profits of one of its
weekly dances to the infantile
paralysis fund,” John E. Miller,
president, stated, and “we will
make a drive to sell a large
number of adult tickets, which
we don't expect will be used.”
Tom McNeil was named chair-
man of the adult dance ticket
sale and Attorney John Shidler
was made chairman of enter-
tainment at the student dance.

In commenting upon the na-
tional Con-

Park.

Tennis Courts at Municipal
Park—at least four courts.
Construction of joint Library
and Recreation building at
Walteria.

Erection of modern pistol
range to replace one washed
out by recent rains at site
of old brick yprd.

Mayor Tolson frankly admitted
that he was broadcasting his
plans for the express purpose of
starting discussion and with a
view of securing public reaction.
He stated that the city's engin-
eering department had made
rough estimates of the:costs of
the varfous projects but he did
not disclose what these figures
were.

L

Favors Cabrillo Deal

In outlining his plans, Tolson
pointed out the necessity for
providing a method for diverting
Western avenue traffic through
Torrance and to encourage more
traffic on this highway besides
that which stops at Torrance.
He stated that the proposal of
the Pacific Electric Railway Of-
ficials - for the replacement of
tracks and paving of Cabrillo
avenue was, in his estimation,
“rather high,” but he expressed
the oninfon that it was the best
deal the city could make and that
“we ought to go ahead.”

The present “old shacks” now
used bv the recreation depart-
ment at the Municipal park site
are not “ fit for children to play
in” The Mayor stated that it
was necessary to erect suitable
quarters and thus aveid paying
rent.

Mayor Tolson pointed oul that
some of the projects proposed
by him were rejected at a recent
bond election, but that the costs
were too high and the plans too

ner explains that throuxhout the
land all citizens will be asked to
contribute 10 cents each toward
fund to .fight infantile par-
alysis and to wear the tiny
‘"March of Dimes” button which is
the emblem of the drive.
“Millions of these buttons will
be sold between Japuary 16 and
January 80. This is a campaign
for everyhody,—not a special
campalgn only for those who
dance, It js literally a ‘can you
spare a dime? campaign, and
we belleve most people will be
happy to"join,” Conner said.
Funds will be divided on a 50-
50 basis. One-half will be turned
over to the National Foundation
for Infantile Paralysis to stamp
out the disease and the other
half will be retained in Southern
California for treatment and re-
habilitation of yietims.

Lomitgns Plan
President's Ball

Lomita community leaders,
headed by Coy Farquhar have
formed plans for Lomita's an-
nual President’s Birthday Ball
for infantile paralysis sufferers
on Jan, 30. The gala affair will
probably be held at the 0Odd
Fellows hall on Roosevelt high-
way.

Farquhar, who has been chair-
man of the Birthday Balls in Lo-
mita for the past two years,
plans to call a formal committee
meeting soon after he has held
conferences  wi club leaders
who have alded the festivities in
the past.

and that no concerted
effort was made to popularize
the bond issue by the proper ed-
ucational campaign.
Conner Is Host

Mavor Tolson chose for his
sounding board In announcing
his plans a group of 28 citizens

g various gani:

tlnns who were guests of Post-
master Chas. E. Conner at lunch
at Daniel's Cafe yesterday to in-
augurate the “March of Dimes”
campaign to raise funds for the
National Foundation for Infan-
tile Paralysis, half of which
money will be retained in this
area for relief of victims of the
dread disease. Among those
present and the organizations
represented were:

Dr. Alden W. Smith and L. J.
(Contigued on Page 2-A)

License Plate
Office Busy But
Not Crowded

More than 2,000 sets of li-
cense plates have been Issued
from the local branch of the De-
partment of Motor Vehicles at
1601 Gramercy, corner of Cab-
rillo, since it opened Jan. 8, af
cording to Leonard Tristram,
manager.

He sald that at least double
that number of license applica-
tions can be handled 'here with-
out erowding or necessity of
standing in line for the plates.
The office is open every day ex-
cept Sunday from 9 a. m, to §
p. m, As at all temporary branch
offices, no out-of-state car MN-
censes can be issued here.




